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A 22-year-old woman complained about a changeagrbsis when she was admitted
to a mental health unit. She had a long historynehtal health problems, and had
previously been diagnosed as having a major dapesshsorder. Following his
review of the woman, a locum consultant psychiatosncluded that she was
suffering from a “factitious disorder” (a condition which a person acts as if he or
she has an iliness by deliberately producing, femnor exaggerating symptoms and
amended his or her treatment accordingly).

The psychiatrist did not consult with all of thetipat’s clinicians prior to making the
change. The patient was not in agreement with #we diagnosis. In addition, she
requested a second opinion, which was not provided.

It was held that, by failing to discuss his chaimgdiagnosis with the woman’s usual
clinicians, and by failing to obtain a second opmithe psychiatrist breached Right
4(5). He failed to co-operate with his colleagueshsure quality and continuity of
services. By failing to document the reasons ferdiange of diagnosis, he breached
Right 4(2). He did not satisfy the professionalpassibility to keep clear, accurate
patient records that justified the change in diago



